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08 citizen, traveling la the USSR as a tourist. 

Source, who speaks Ruslan, traveled to the OBSB to see relatives and to 
collect pictures and aaterlal for lectures. Be is not a p rofe ss ional 
lecturer but does it occt aa a bobby. Be is a second- gmaeratioo Soviet 
with relatives living In the ares of Bovogradok. 

During a recent trip to tbs USSR [July 1-17, 19591# I spe nt five days 
In Minsk, ty purpose for being in Minsk vets to att ai nt to conta ct 
relatives living In the vicinity of Sovogrudok. 1 bed been assured by 
a we named Rogov at Intoorist headquarters In HOeoov that this 

could be arranged and by tbe time that Z bad re ach ed Minsk that It would all 
have been taken cere of. But a a I bad lea r ned to understand, the labourist 
in Minsk bed never heard of ns or Rogov and nothing had been arranged. Zh 
fact, I 'was Informed that it valid be lagosaihle far m to travel to 
Sovogradok. I was given a aeries of arouses about road conditions and 
lack of suitable transportation. These arcuses, coqpled vlth "come back 
tom or r ow ” type of proolaes, managed to consume the five days I was 
scheduled for Minsk. 1 made several attempts to roach ay relatives by 
telegraph. Cbe such telegraph coat me a ruble a word, but I heard 
nothing from then and X seriously doubt that it wee delivered. I've 
beard nothing from ay relatives since returning to the US. 

% wife and I spent our time in KLodk wandering about the city taking 
pictures of buildings and people and visiting points of interest, of 
which there are few. We aade several attempts to visit the factories 
in the area but each time I was told that it was a holiday or that it 
would be Impossible for one reason or another. 

On our second day in Minsk (either 12 or 13 JUZy 1999) y wife and X were 
in the vicinity of the railroad station* We were Interested in getting 
a picture of soae landaark that adgtrt have bean there for asny years so 
that I could bring tbs picture beck to ay uncle who formerly lived in 
the area. We spotted such a building. Completely in the open and not 
att e mpt ing to be secretive about it, ay wife mapped a picture of the 
building. Almost Immediately a man we had not particularly noticed before 
begm yelling at the top of bis lungs that we were spies taking pictures 
of the railroad yards. Ue were, of course, arrested and brought to the 
police headquarters. The officer before whom ve were ushered after being 
kept waiting for almost two hours, demanded the film. X put up an argument 
which was to no avail. I gave up the film. Before the Soviet police 
official knew I cokld speak Russian he said to one of his assistants 
that all those American tourists arc spies sent over to take pictures. 

M7 offer to unload the camera, which seemed to puzzle the Soviets, was 
at first turned down. However, later on I was taken by the police to 
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a camera shop whore the film wao developed* Us o fUft, qo I bad contended, 
ua a termless aod, although they kept the film, X was allayed to retain to 
ay hotel (The Byelo r ussia) • 

4. After that Incident, ay wife and I were undor continuous surveillance 
daring the root of-r^ar stay in Minsk* 

5 * In the Ixrtel dining too® where tie ate most of our owls, ay wife and I 
became aetjuointed with a Soviet couplo who were eating at the same 
table with us. 'Qwy, in tom, introduced ue to the orchestra loader, 
who also was wry anxious to talk with ua* During the course of our 
conversation the orchestra leader asked, among other things, if I would 
he able to take a letter oat of the U3SB with me to nail to a relative 
in the Wert. I told him that I would. Be said that be would see mo 
again before I left Minsk. 

6. The couple that we had mot asked ua if ve would like to visit their 
apartment and Invo dinner with them the next night* We agreed end set 
a mooting place. 

7. We noticed that everywhere ue went tbo next day ue wore followed. 
couple to whoso bouse ue had been invited far dimer met us at our hotel. 
As we were about to get into a taxi to leave for their apartment, I 
noticed that the man \&x> had bean following us that of the day climbed 
into another car and stayed a short distance behind us as we drove 
along. Tbo Soviet couple mentioned the fact that ve vers being followed. 
We stopped for cigarettes to see what the "talT* would do. Be stopped 
and waited until wo roamed our trip and then followed along. At this 
point the Soviet couple tbougit it batter that we not go to their 
apa rtmtat for obvious reasons, and so returned to th© hotel. In the 
dining zoom at the hotel, the orchestra leader again came up to the 
table. Almost In a whisper he said that something must be up for the 
place woe full of Secret Police. Be left almost at once and did not 
stay to talk. Ho did say, however, that ho bod thought over about 

tbo letter and that be vxjld not bo sending it out with me. 

8. During the course of the evening 1 had a very friendly ctet vith the 
teadualter in the Hotel Byelorussia dining room, r jj was very gracious, 
offered all kinds of help and was very soliditou3 about what had happened 
to me when I told Mo of being arrested. TJhea T returned to i*y table cue 
of our Soviet friends asked me what we had talked about end then told me 
that the heeduedter was the hood of the local Secret Police and that he 
was at the hotel only during the suener tourist season. 

9. • • « third day of ny stay in Minsk, the SovietG really took care of us. 

% wifo and I bad again invited our friends to the hotel for tanner, 
vie were sitting at our table nipping cbarqpagne. Both couples of us left 
the table to dance. Upon our return to the table my uifo suddenly became 
violently ill and rushed from the table to our room. As she was leaving I 
too become ill vith sharp pains in ny chest. I rushed to the men’s room, 
where I vaulted. I noticed that on this occasion, as oa subsequent tripe 
to the men’s room when I was struck by neves of nausea, I was followed* 

I later (l believe it was in Warsaw) related thin story to an official 
of the Canadian M»osy to whom I vas Introduced. He told me th&t this 
uqs a favorite trick of the Soviets when forcigxero became too friendly 
or had prolonged coavoroatious uith Soviet civilians. 

,0. Again, oa the fourth day, ug were followed by a man in a car 'Then uc vent 
to a recreation area known oo the r tlosk ^ea for a swim, litis ti^o tJie 
tali’' parked Ills car as we tad f*cno and cera to the voter' a edge near 
where vc were ovrlnralng. lie ^ado motions an if to test tlx? tempore ture 
of t)se water with Ixla itmd. p c completely i^icrod ua, hat an far ao .1 
tar .-*. ■ *.c voi\) -tc/cr -r.it of in 
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